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OVERVIEW

The Mona Passage is dominated by very complex circulation patterns caused by the interaction between strong tidal currents, large-scale circulation and mesoscale phenomena.
Seventeen satellite-tracked drifters were deployed on or near the Mona Passage between February 2015 and August 2015. The acquired data from these deployments allowed
the direct observation of the main features of the circulation in the Mona Passage and a preliminary analysis of the particle dispersion in the region. The drifters transmitted their

location every half hour, individually providing continuous data for up to two months.
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[Left] This close-up shows the drifters’ sensitivity to tidal fluctuations and the dominant northward direction of the currents in the Mona Passage. [Right] The area of interest was
divided in 0.05° x 0.05° bins (coverage area of ~30 km? per bin). Colorbar represents the data density; darker reds indicate higher traffic.
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