
 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

https://ioos.noaa.gov/
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https://www.caricoos.org/board-of-directors
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https://www.caricoos.org/ports/yabucoa/us
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https://www.caricoos.org/map/storm-surge
https://www.caricoos.org/map/nearshore-breaker-model
https://www.caricoos.org/map/beach-water-quality
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https://www.caricoos.org/oceans/acidification/seawater
https://www.caricoos.org/oceans/observation/modis_aqua/ECARIBE/afai
https://www.caricoos.org/waves/observation/erddap/atlantic/ssta
https://mbon.ioos.us/?&ls=a4b29e79-a1be-3c19-68a7-96170feaccf2#map
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https://www.caricoos.org/climate-variability#!?detail=SelectGliders
https://www.caricoos.org/oceans/acidification/seawater
https://www.caricoos.org/waves/observation/erddap/atlantic/ssta


 

 

 

CARICOOS surveyed coastal and ocean users from
Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands to gather
information about the reach of CARICOOS
products and services. The need of additional tools to
effectively undertake activities on the beach or the
sea was also assessed. A total of 206 users
completed the online questionnaire.

COASTAL AND MARINE ACTIVITES OF PARTICIPANT USERS 

Recreation (43%) Research / Academia (11%)

Ecosystem restoration (17%) Tourism (4%)

Maritime operations (7%) Safety (15%)

Other (3%)

• Recreational activities (i.e. surfing, diving, 
fishing) are the main activities (43%) of 
the users consulted.

• 84% of participants use CARICOOS data 
products when planning coastal and/or
marine activities. 

Observation of maritime conditions (30%) Marine forecasts (28%)

Beach safety  (17%) Climate change info (15%)

Flood inundation maps (9%) Other (1%)
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• Observations of maritime conditions and 
marine forecast products are the most
frequently viewed by consulted
stakeholders.

• Users expressed the need of additional
information from different categories
that included:
• Beach safety
• Extreme conditions advisories
• Sargassum arrival to shorelines
• Threats to coastal hábitats
• Climate change. 



 

 

Main impacts of beached sargassum were
associated to adverse effects to the economy (i.e.
tourism, fisheries, small commercial operations),
environment and health.
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Massive quantities of Sargasso has been arriving to
the Caribbean since 2016. A total of 31 government
officers, environmental managers, and private sector
operators from 17 coastal municipalities in Puerto
Rico, were consulted during the CARICOOS 2020
Needs Assessment process. Through these
interviews we collected information regarding the
impacts of seasonal arrival of Sargasso in coastal
activities and the need of a product or tool for early
warning of potential beaching events.

97% of participants expressed the
need of a near-real-time product 
for warning of potential beaching 
events.

87% of participants are aware of 
sargassum. Inundation events in the
Caribbean.

65% of stakeholders expressed their
coastal operations and services have
been directly impacted by arrival of 
sargassum. 

84% of interviewed population
considers beached sargassum has 
detrimental or harmful impacts.
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74% of survey participants classified
accumulated sargassum impacts in 
moderate to severe.

Severity of 

Sargassum
impacts



 

 



 



 


